ﬂvﬁ Tell Them From Me 'Focus on Learning' Teacher Survey Report
NSW CESE Project

John Edmondson High School
Focus on Learning: A Planning Tool for School Communities

The Focus on Learning Survey is a self-evaluation tool for teachers and schools which is based on two
complementary research paradigms.

One is 'effective schools' research which has identified the most important correlates of student outcomes.
The questions in the survey are grouped to assess eight of the most important Drivers of Student Learning.
The research on classroom and school effectiveness has consistently shown these factors to be strong
correlates of student achievement.

The second paradigm, related to Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices, is based on the learning
model followed by the Outward Bound program. This is hailed as an effective model of teaching as
participants are presented with tangible, challenging goals; the training entails a series of activities that lead
participants to achieving those goals in incremental steps; there is constant feedback from trainers and peers;
and the staff help participants overcome personal obstacles such as fear or a lack of perseverance. The
Outward Bound model is described in John Hattie's book, Visible Learning (Routledge, 2008), which builds
upon Carl Bereiter's model of learning and the taxonomy for learning, teaching and assessment set out by
Lorin Anderson, David Krathwohl and Benjamin Bloom.

This report provides results based on data from 60 respondents in this school who completed the Teacher
Survey between 16 Oct 2023 and 03 Nov 2023.

Eight Drivers of Student Learning

The results for the Eight Drivers of Student Learning are shown in the first set of charts. The scores for the
Likert format questions (i.e., strongly agree to strongly disagree) have been converted to a 10-point scale, then
averaged and reported by question and by topic. A score of 0 indicates strong disagreement, 10 indicates
strong agreement, and 5 is a neutral position (neither agree nor disagree). The radar chart below provides a
summary of the results for John Edmondson High School. More detailed results for each measure follow.
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John Edmondson High School

Eight Drivers of Student Learning
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning
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John Edmondson High School

Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Leadership
School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 6.8 (7.1)
School leaders have helped me establish challenging and visible learning goals for students. 6.8
School leaders have helped me create new learning opportunities for students. 6.8
School leaders have provided me with useful feedback about my teaching. 6.4
School leaders have helped me improve my teaching. 6.6
School leaders have provided guidance for monitoring student progress. 6.6
| work with school leaders to create a safe and orderly school environment. 7.6
School leaders have taken time to observe my teaching. 5.8
School leaders have supported me during stressful times. 7.5

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Collaboration

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.4 (7.8)
I work with other teachers in developing cross-curricular or common learning opportunities. 6.4
Teachers have given me helpful feedback about my teaching. 7.2
| talk with other teachers about strategies that increase student engagement. 8.0
Other teachers have shared their learning goals for students with me. 6.6
Teachers in our school share their lesson plans and other materials with me. 7.2
| discuss my assessment strategies with other teachers. 7.9
I discuss learning problems of particular students with other teachers. 8.3
| discuss my learning goals with other teachers. 7.6
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Learning Culture

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.6 (8.0)
| give students written feedback on their work. 8.2
| talk with students about the barriers to learning. 7.7
In most of my classes | discuss the learning goals for the lesson. 8.0
Students become fully engaged in class activities. 5.8
I monitor the progress of individual students. 7.8
| am effective in working with students who have behavioural problems. 7.0
| set high expectations for student learning. 8.7
Students find class lessons relevant to their own experiences. 7.6
12 Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Data Informs Practice

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 8.0 (7.8)
My assessments help me understand where students are having difficulty. 8.4
I use formal assessment tasks to help students set challenging goals. 7.9
I regularly use data from formal assessment tasks to decide whether a concept should be taught another 7.8
way.
| use formal assessment tasks to discuss with students where common mistakes are made. 8.1
When students' formal assessment tasks or daily classroom tasks fail to meet expectations | give them an 7.9
opportunity to improve.
| provide examples of work that would receive an "A", a "B", or a "C" (or their equivalent). 7.2
| use results from formal assessment tasks to inform my lesson planning. 8.3
| give students feedback on how to improve their performance on formal assessment tasks. 8.4

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Teaching Strategies

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm)
I help students set challenging learning goals.

When | present a new concept | try to link it to previously mastered skills and knowledge.

Students receive written feedback on their work at least once every week.
| can easily identify unproductive learning strategies.

My students are very clear about what they are expected to learn.

| use two or more teaching strategies in most class periods.

Students receive feedback on their work that brings them closer to achieving their goals.

| discuss with students ways of seeking help that will increase learning.

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Technology
School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.3 (6.7)

Students have opportunities to use computers or other interactive technology for describing relationships 8.3
among ideas or concepts.

| use computers or other interactive technology to give students immediate feedback on their learning. 7.5
Students use computers or other interactive technology to track progress towards their goals. 6.2
I help students set goals for learning new technological skills. 6.7
Students have opportunities to use computers or other interactive technology to analyse, organise, and 7.8
present subject matter.

I help students use computers or other interactive technology to undertake research. 7.9
| help students to overcome personal barriers to using interactive technology. 7.0
I work with students to identify a challenging learning goal relevant to the use of interactive technology. 7.0

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Inclusive School

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 8.0 (8.2)
I am regularly available to help students with special learning needs. 7.3
| strive to understand the learning needs of students with special learning needs. 8.4
| establish clear expectations for classroom behaviour. 8.9
I help low-performing students plan their assignments. 7.9
I make sure that students with special learning needs receive meaningful feedback on their work. 7.8
I make an effort to include students with special learning needs in class activities. 8.4
I use individual education plans to set goals for students with special learning needs. 7.3
| create opportunities for success for students who are learning at a slower pace. 7.9
10 Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Eight Drivers of Student Learning

Parent Involvement
School Mean (NSW Govt Norm)
I work with parents to help solve problems interfering with their child's progress.
| share students' learning goals with their parents.
| use strategies to engage parents in their child's learning.
| ask parents to review and comment on students' work.
I am in regular contact with the parents of students with special learning needs.
Parents understand the expectations for students in my class.

I make an effort to involve parents and other community members in creating learning opportunities.

Parents are regularly informed about their child's progress.

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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John Edmondson High School

Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

The questions in the Focus on Learning survey ask teachers to consider whether they present:

1. challenging and visible learning goals for students, and if so, whether they enable students to achieve
these learning goals through;

2. planned learning opportunities which involve an intentional transfer of skills and knowledge;
3. quality feedback that guides students' effort and attention; and

4. support for students to overcome obstacles to achieving their learning goals (e.g., poor basic skills,
unproductive learning strategies, low self-esteem, lack of perseverance, poor help-seeking behaviours).

The results for John Edmondson High School are shown in the radar chart below. The scores for each of the
Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices are scored on a ten-point scale.
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

Teaching >= 6yr
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

Challenging and Visible Goals

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.4 (7.5)
School leaders have helped me establish challenging and visible learning goals for students. 6.8
I help students set challenging learning goals. 7.9
I use formal assessment tasks to help students set challenging goals. 7.9
| share students' learning goals with their parents. 6.2
In most of my classes | discuss the learning goals for the lesson. 8.0
| establish clear expectations for classroom behaviour. 8.9
Other teachers have shared their learning goals for students with me. 6.6
I help students set goals for learning new technological skills. 6.7
School leaders have provided guidance for monitoring student progress. 6.6
My students are very clear about what they are expected to learn. 7.6
| provide examples of work that would receive an "A", a "B", or a "C" (or their equivalent). 7.2
Parents understand the expectations for students in my class. 7.0
| set high expectations for student learning. 8.7
I use individual education plans to set goals for students with special learning needs. 7.3
I discuss my learning goals with other teachers. 7.6
I work with students to identify a challenging learning goal relevant to the use of interactive technology. 7.0

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

Planned Learning Opportunities

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.4 (7.6)
I work with other teachers in developing cross-curricular or common learning opportunities. 6.4
Students have opportunities to use computers or other interactive technology for describing relationships 8.3
among ideas or concepts.

School leaders have helped me create new learning opportunities for students. 6.8
When | present a new concept | try to link it to previously mastered skills and knowledge. 8.8
| regularly use data from formal assessment tasks to decide whether a concept should be taught another 7.8
way.

| use strategies to engage parents in their child's learning. 6.6
Students become fully engaged in class activities. 5.8
I help low-performing students plan their assignments. 7.9
Teachers in our school share their lesson plans and other materials with me. 7.2
Students have opportunities to use computers or other interactive technology to analyse, organise, and 7.8
present subject matter.

| work with school leaders to create a safe and orderly school environment. 7.6
| use two or more teaching strategies in most class periods. 7.9
| use results from formal assessment tasks to inform my lesson planning. 8.3
I make an effort to involve parents and other community members in creating learning opportunities. 6.4
Students find class lessons relevant to their own experiences. 7.6
| create opportunities for success for students who are learning at a slower pace. 7.9

Distribution of teachers' average scores

8
7
n 6
25
o)
§4
Y 3
o
# 2
0 IR . [ i
00 05 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 6.0 65 70 75 80 85 9.0 9.5 10.0
Score
Distribution of school average scores at NSW CESE Project
120
100
«» 80
S
2 60
(&)
o 40
o
o I I
0 - III = IIIII -
0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0 9.0 10.0

Score X =Yourschool

-b The Learning Bar Page 18 of 31



QY} Tell Them From Me 'Focus on Learning' Teacher Survey Report
NSW CESE Project

John Edmondson High School

Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

Quality Feedback

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.1(7.3)
| give students written feedback on their work. 8.2
I am regularly available to help students with special learning needs. 7.3
Teachers have given me helpful feedback about my teaching. 7.2
| use computers or other interactive technology to give students immediate feedback on their learning. 7.5
School leaders have provided me with useful feedback about my teaching. 6.4
Students receive written feedback on their work at least once every week. 4.8
I use formal assessment tasks to discuss with students where common mistakes are made. 8.1
| ask parents to review and comment on students' work. 4.3
I monitor the progress of individual students. 7.8
I make sure that students with special learning needs receive meaningful feedback on their work. 7.8
| discuss my assessment strategies with other teachers. 7.9
| help students use computers or other interactive technology to undertake research. 7.9
School leaders have taken time to observe my teaching. 5.8
Students receive feedback on their work that brings them closer to achieving their goals. 8.1
| give students feedback on how to improve their performance on formal assessment tasks. 8.4
Parents are regularly informed about their child's progress. 6.2

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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Four Dimensions of Classroom and School Practices

Overcoming Obstacles to Learning

School Mean (NSW Govt Norm) 7.5 (7.7)
My assessments help me understand where students are having difficulty. 8.4
| work with parents to help solve problems interfering with their child's progress. 7.3
| talk with students about the barriers to learning. 7.7
| strive to understand the learning needs of students with special learning needs. 8.4
| talk with other teachers about strategies that increase student engagement. 8.0
Students use computers or other interactive technology to track progress towards their goals. 6.2
School leaders have helped me improve my teaching. 6.6
| can easily identify unproductive learning strategies. 7.9
When students' formal assessment tasks or daily classroom tasks fail to meet expectations | give them an 7.9
opportunity to improve.

I am in regular contact with the parents of students with special learning needs. 5.7
I am effective in working with students who have behavioural problems. 7.0
I make an effort to include students with special learning needs in class activities. 8.4
| discuss learning problems of particular students with other teachers. 8.3
I help students to overcome personal barriers to using interactive technology. 7.0
School leaders have supported me during stressful times. 7.5
I discuss with students ways of seeking help that will increase learning. 8.2

Distribution of teachers' average scores
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)
Perceptions of School Facilities

How strongly do you agree with each of the statements:

Theschoolis well maintained

Supporteffective teaching practices

Students focus on their learning

Senseofbelonging for students

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Neither Agree nor
Disagree

| Strongly Disagree | Disagree [ | Agree | Strongly Agree

Year taught most of the time
Which year do you currently teach most of the time?
30
25
20
15
10

# of teachers

Kindergarten, Years 3,4 Years 5,6 Years 7,8 Years 9,10 Years 11,12
Years 1, 2
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)
Length of time teaching at school

How long have you been teaching at this school?
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-
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12 months orless 13 months to 2 3to 5years 6 to 15years 16 ormoreyears
years
Length of time teaching overall
How long have you been teaching, overall?
100
80

[e))
o
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I
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0
12 months or less 13 months to 2 3to 5years 6 to 15years 16 or more years
years
Employment status
What is your employment status?
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Full time Part time Full time Part time Casual
permanent permanent temporary temporary
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)
Level of teacher accreditation

What is your current level of teacher accreditation registered with the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA)?
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2 60
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240
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S 20

0 6 |
Cond/Prov Prof HA LT NS

Cond/Prov - Conditional/Provisional accreditation (e.g. | am a graduate,
returning teacher, or working towards Proficient)

Prof - Proficient Teacher accreditation
HA - Highly Accomplished accreditation
LT - Lead Teacher accreditation

NS - | am not sure

Consider teaching in rural or remote NSW

I would consider teaching in a more rural or remote part of NSW because of the financial and other incentives available to teachers to

work there.
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SD D NAD A SA

SD - Strongly Disagree
D - Disagree
NAD - Neither Agree nor Disagree

NA

A - Agree
SA - Strongly Agree
NA - | am unaware of what incentives are available
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John Edmondson High School

NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)

Staff morale

Morale amongst staff at my school is good.
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Disagree
School leaders leading improvement and change
School leaders in my school are leading improvement and change.
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Communication of strategic vision
School leaders clearly communicate their strategic vision and values for our school.
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)
Undertook professional learning for supervisors

In the last 12 months, | have undertaken professional learning for supervisors of professional experience placements for pre-service

teachers.
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Yes No N/A
Yes - Yes
No - No
N/A - Not applicable (I did not supervise professional experience placements)
Students with Disabilities or Special Needs
I have the skills and confidence to meet the needs of students with disability or special needs.
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)

Curriculum |
Are you aware that new syllabuses will be released for all Key Learning Areas from 2021 onwards as part of the NSW Curriculum Reform
initiative?
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Curriculum I
| have a strong understanding of the government's commitments to the NSW Curriculum Reform.
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Curriculum III
| believe that my school does a good job of implementing curriculum change.
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)

Reporting to Parents |

Have you completed professional learning on reporting to parents in the past 12 months?
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Reporting to Parents Il
How frequently do you use a school-developed style guide to support you in writing school reports to parents?
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Never - Never

Rarely - Rarely

Sometimes - Sometimes

Often - Often

Always - Always

N/A - We don't have a school-developed style guide for reporting
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Status

Are you of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent (or background)?
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Teachers are confident in their capacity to meet the needs of Aboriginal students
Teachers in my school are confident in their capacity to meet the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.
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Teachers have the knowledge required to engage with students on Aboriginal cultures and
histories

Teachers in my school have the knowledge required to engage with students on Aboriginal cultures and histories.
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My school is a welcoming place for all students.

My school is a welcoming place for all students.
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My school is a culturally safe place for all students.

My school is a culturally safe place for all students.

100
80
v
v 60
<
()
3 40
-
vt
5
° 20 -
) ]
0 (E
StronglyDisagree Disagree Neither Disagree Agree Strongly Agree
or Agree
Support for VET/TAFE
Students at my school are supported to consider VET/TAFE as a pathway for the future.
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NSW DoE Custom Measure(s)
VET/TAFE provides good opportunities

| believe that a VET/TAFE qualification would provide my students with good employment and career opportunities.
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Sense of Belonging
| feel | belong at this school.
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Job Support
| feel well supported in my job.
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Teacher Wellbeing

What are the main factors that would help you feel more supported at work?
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A - Greater support from leaders

B - Connection with peers

C - Reduced Workload

D - Greater job security

E - More clarity around my role and expectations
F - More time to do my job

G - Greater autonomy over my work

H - Tools to deal with parents/carers

| - Less time teaching out of my subject area
J - Less administrative work

K - More collaboration with peers

L - More relevant Professional Learning

M - Greater resourcing

N - Opportunities for growth

O - Greater recognition and appreciation

P - Greater work-life balance

Q - More teaching resources

R - None of these
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